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L o w - i n c o m e  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y
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L o w - i n c o m e  
e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y
Why it matters now

• Low-income households 
more vulnerable to energy 
poverty 

• Cannot afford upfront costs 
or assume more debt 
burden

• Tailored approaches are 
needed
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L o w - i n c o m e  
e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y
Why it matters now

• Energy efficiency should 
benefit all Canadians

• Energy poverty a priority for 
transition to be fair and just

• Federal gov. can play a 
leadership role in achieving 
net-zero emissions and
reducing energy poverty



K e y  F e a t u r e s  o f  E x i s t i n g  P r o g r a m s
Program types, target markets and what they are accomplishing
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K e y  F e a t u r e s
Of provincial low-income energy efficiency programs

image: Flaticon.com

Income based 
el igibi l ity  (LICO, LIM, 

Province Specif ic)

Turnkey instal ls  at  no 
(or  very low) cost to 

participants
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P r o g r a m  t y p e s
Categorized by common measures, target markets

image: Flaticon.com

Self- instal l Direct instal l  
(minor upgrades)

Direct instal l  
(major upgrades)

Bonus 
Rebate

Supplemental Custom 
Multi-unit



P r o g r a m  t y p e s
Categorized by common measures, target markets
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Self- instal l  
Programs
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P r o g r a m  t y p e s
Categorized by common measures, target markets
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P r o g r a m  t y p e s
Categorized by common measures, target markets
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P r o g r a m  t y p e s
Categorized by common measures, target markets
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Self- instal l Direct instal l  
(minor upgrades)

Direct instal l  
(major upgrades)

Bonus 
Rebate

Supplemental Custom 
Multi-unit
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P r o g r a m  t y p e s
What programs are accomplishing
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P r o g r a m  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  g a p s
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P r o g r a m  S t r e n g t h s

Engaging low-income 
Canadians in energy 

eff iciency

Institutional  knowledge,  
local  networks and 

relationships
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P r o g r a m  G a p s

Not targeting 
energy poor and 

‘hard to reach’  
households

In relation to achieving net-zero emissions and reducing energy 
poverty

Fuel-switching not 
standard feature,  
even when it  may 

reduce costs

Deeper energy 
savings per 
household

Removing non-
energy health & 
safety barriers
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A  F e d e r a l  R o l e
A responsible and appropriate role in low-income energy efficiency
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F e d e r a l  R o l e
Reducing energy poverty and achieving net-zero emissions

Focus on results,  
set  targets and let  

provinces meet 
them in own 

context

Create supportive 
systems and 

platforms

ensuring energy poor 
households achieve a 
minimum home 
energy efficiency 
rating better than or 
equal to the top 20� of 
the most efficient 
houses in the country
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F e d e r a l  R o l e
Reducing energy poverty and achieving net-zero emissions

47 years of Federal–
providing funding to 
supplement local and 
state low-income 
energy efficiency 
initiatives. Offers local  
program design  
flexibility while meeting 
federal objectives

Leverage and 
enhance exist ing 
del ivery capacity

Stable long-term 
investment,  not 

boom/bust
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W h a t ’ s  n e x t ?
For low-income energy efficiency in Canada

Encouraged by low-
income supports in 

Fed NDP-Liberal  
agreement

Discouraged by 
$485M in ERP for 
loan program for 

low-income  

Excited for 
upcoming 

Eff iciency Canada 
research
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